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tew  Project  Will 
ncrease  Oyster 
deduction 

A  far-reaching  conservation 
roject,  directly  connected  with 
le  war  effort,  in  that  it  is  ex- 
acted to  increase  production  of 
n  important  fishery  product,  was 
nnounced  this  week  by  Conserva- 
on  Commissioner  Joseph  L.  Mc- 
ugh. 

Future  oyster  production  in 
ouisiana  is  expected  to  be  con- 
derably  increased  by  the  project, 
hich  calls  for  the  planting  of 
yster  shells,  as  cultch  for  the 
ropagation  of  oysters.  The  cultch 
ill  be  planted  one-third  in  Sister 
ake,  State  Seed  Oyster  Reserva- 
on  in  Terrebonne  Parish;  one- 
lird  in  Lake  Felicity,  located  in 
errebonne  Parish  near  the  border 
f  Lafourche  Parish,  and  one-third 
i  Hackberry  Bay  (Bay  du  Chien) 
i  Jefferson   Parish. 

Bids  will  be  opened  in  Baton 
ouge  on  June  10th  by  the  De- 
artment  of  Finance  for  the  fur- 
ishing  of  the  necessary  oyster 
lells,  labor,  boats,  etc.,  for  carry- 
ig  out  this  project. 

The  project  also  calls  for  the 
•ansplanting  of  oysters  from 
vercrowded  reefs  to  depleted 
:efs  in  Plaquemines  and  St.  Ber- 
ard  Parishes.  Total  estimated 
Dst  of  the  work  is  expected  to 
e  around  $50,000.  According  to 
ames  N.  McConnell,  Director  of 
le  Division  of  Oysters  and  Water- 
ottoms,  the  completion  of  this 
roject  will  considerably  increase 
le  production  of  oysters  in  Loui- 
ana.  Mr.  McConnell  states  that 
is  reasonable  to  expect  4,000 
arrels  of  oysters  ready  for  mar- 
et  in  two  years  for  every  1,000 
arrels  of  shells  planted.  More 
lan  150,000  barrels  of  shells  is 
xpected  to  be  planted  in  the 
roject,  and  this  is  expected  to 
onsiderably  increase  Louisiana's 
yster  production,  which  in  re- 
ent  years  has  been  running 
round  1,000,000  barrels  per  year. 


Discovery  of  New  Lime  Deposit  Expected 

To  Prove  Boon  to  North  Louisiana  Farmers 


New  Forestry  Governing  Board  recently  appointed  by  Governor 
Jones  held  its  first  meeting  in  New  Orleans  with  Conservation  Com- 
missioner McHugh  and  M.  H.  Anderson,  State  Forester,  on  Wednesday, 
"Vlay  26th.  In  the  photograph  above,  left  to  right  standing,  are:  Vertress 
Young,  Bogalusa;  Ralph  W.  Hayes,  Baton  Rouge;  C.  V.  Holbrook,  De- 
Ridder;  P.  A.  Bloomer,  Fisher;  M.  C.  Potter,  Secretary  to  Commissioner; 
seated,  M.  H.  Anderson,  State  Forester;  Commissioner  McHugh,  and 
vV.  T.  Murray,  Rochelle.  Also  present  at  the  meeting  was  Hale  Boggs, 
Attorney  for  the   Conservation    Department. 


BEAUTIFUL  CHICOT  STATE 
PARK,  FINEST  IN  SOUTH  IS 
FORMALLY  DEDICATED 


Louisiana's  largest  state  park 
and  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
South,  was  formally  dedicated  and 
opened  to  the  public  in  simple 
but  impressive  ceremonies  held 
Sunday,  June  6th.  With  Governor 
Sam  Jones  as  the  principal 
speaker,  beautiful  Chicot  State 
Park  was  formally  dedicated  to 
provide  recreational  facilities  as 
an  important  adjunct  to  the 
state's  war   effort. 

Chicot  State  Park  is  located  in 
Evangeline   Parish,    approximately 


6  miles  north  from  Ville  Platte, 
the  parish  seat  of  Evangeline  Par- 
ish. The  park  is  only  42  miles 
from  Alexandria,  17  miles  from 
Bunkie,  25  miles  from  Opelousas 
and  Eunice  and  80  miles  from 
Baton  Rouge. 

This  is  one  of  the  largest  state 
parks  in  the  South,  comprising 
some  6,000  acres  of  rolling  wood- 
land, of  which  more  than  2,000 
acres  are  flooded  by  a  natural  lake 
of  a  depth  ranging  from  five  to 
(Continued  to  Page  3,  Column  1) 


Through  the  efforts  of  the  Geo- 
logical Survey  Division  of  the  Con- 
servation Department,  a  rich  and 
new  lime  deposit  has  been  dis- 
covered in  North  Louisiana  and 
this  is  expected  to  prove  of  great 
value  to  farmers  in  that  section 
of  the  State.  Formal  announce- 
ment of  the  new  project  was  made 
last  week  by  Governor  Sam  H. 
Jones,  following  a  series  of  re- 
ports submitted  by  Dr.  J.  Huner, 
Jr.,  State  Geologist  and  Conser- 
vation Commissioner  Joseph  L. 
McHugh. 

It  is  reported  that  a  company 
has  been  formed  with  sufficient 
capital  to  purchase  all  the  neces- 
sary equipment  and  to  operate  the 
project.  The  lime  is  to  be  used 
for  pasturage  and  other  agricul- 
tural purposes.  This  will  give 
farmers  in  the  North  Louisiana 
section,  for  the  first  time,  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  lime  for  soil  im- 
provement purposes.  Heretofore 
the  importation  of  lime  by  rail  has 
been  costly. 

The  lime  or  limestone  deposit  is 
located  at  a  place  called  Rayburns 
salt  dome  in  the  southwest  quarter 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  Section  31, 
Township  15  North,  Range  5  West, 
in  Bienville  Parish.  It  is  located 
approximately  15  miles  west  of 
Jonesboro  and  5  miles  east  of  the 
settlement  known  as  Lucky  in 
Bienville  Parish. 

According  to  Dr.  Huner,  the 
limestone  outcrop  occurs  in  a  flat 
prairie-like  area  and  is  barren  of 
vegetation  except  for  grass  and  a 
few  scrub  thorns.  Investigation 
has  proven  at  least  eleven  acres 
containing  the  limestone  but  at 
least  25  or  more  acres  of  lime 
exist,  Dr.  Huner's  report  stated. 
The  proven  tonnage  amounts  to 
(Continued  to  Page  4,  Column  1) 
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By  JOS.  L.  McHUGH 

Every  citizen  of  Louisiana  should  be  interested  in  the  proper  de- 
velopment and  conservation  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  State.  One 
of  the  greatest  of  these  natural  resources,  and  perhaps  the  least  rec- 
ognized, is  ground  water.  Ground  water,  unlike  oil,  is  replenished 
each  year,  and  unless  it  is  over-developed,  polluted  by  sewage  or  oil, 
or  contaminated  by  salt  water,  it  may  last  forever. 

It  is  difficult  to  place  a  value  on  ground  water.  Like  air,  water 
is  absolutely  essential  for  life.  Eighty-six  per  cent  of  the  public 
water  supplies  of  the  State  obtain  their  water  from  wells.  However 
the  largest  consumers  of  ground  water  are  not  the  public  supplies 
of  the  towns  and  cities,  but  the  rice  and  strawberry  irrigators,  and 
the  large  industries  such  as  refineries,  paper  mills,  and  chemical 
plants.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  ground  water  in  the  State 
exceeds  500  million  gallons  a  day  (182.5  billion  gallons  a  year),  of 
which  60  to  65  per  cent  is  used  for  irrigation. 

Louisiana's  ground-water  resources  are  playing  a  vital  role  in 
the  war  effort  not  only  in  the  growing  of  irrigated  crops  but  also  in 
supplying  the  Army  camps  and  war  industries.  The  water  require- 
ments at  military  establishments  range  from  100  to  150  gallons  per 
day  per  man.  At  industrial  sites  where  cooling  processes  are  nec- 
essary, ground  water  is  particularly  in  demand  because  of  its  low 
temperature  during  the  summer,  and  at  some  manufacturing  plants, 
such  as  paper  mills,  it  is  needed  because  of  its  clarity  and  constant 
mineral  content.  The  water  requirements  of  the  various  industrial 
processes  are  enormous,  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  produc- 
tion of  one  gallon  of  aviation  gasoline  requires  25  gallons  of  water, 
and  the  manufacture  of  one  pound  of  powder  requires  100  gallons 
of  water. 

The  Department  of  Conservation  has  been  conducting  ground- 
water investigations  in  critical  areas  for  several  years  in  cooperation 
with  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Interior.  These  investigations  have 
assisted  in  the  proper  development  of  water  supplies  in  numerous 
cities,  and  military  establishments.  Further  studies  will  be  carried  out 
next  year  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  but  particularly  in  southwestern 
Louisiana  where  enormous  quantities  of  water  are  used.  The  De- 
partment of  Conservation  will  be  glad  to  render  assistance  with  all 
ground-water  problems  of  public  interest. 


Outlook  for  Hunting 
Next  Fall  Very  Good, 
Officials  Report 

The  Southeastern  Game  Con- 
ference was  held  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  on  May  25th  and  26th. 
Representatives  from  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Florida  and  Louisiana 
met  with  Federal  officials  repre- 
senting the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service  and  the  U.  S.  Soil 
Conservation  Service.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  was  to  discuss  the 
many  various  problems  faced  by 
the  States  in  their  Wildlife  Re- 
sources programs,  particularly  in 
their  relationship  to  the  govern- 
ment agencies  operating  in  the 
States  and  the  regulations  of  the 
migratory  species  that  will  be 
promulgated  in  the  near  future 
for  the  1943-1944  open  seasons. 

Reports  from  the  spring  inven- 
tory made  by  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  shows  an  increase 
over  last  years  census  of  our  mi- 
gratory waterfowl.  With  excellent 
early  reports  from  the  breeding 
grounds  in  both  this  country  and 
Canada,  we  can  reasonably  ex- 
pect a  further  increase  in  our 
ducks  and  geese.  The  estimated 
waterfowl  population  is  now  ap- 
proximately 120,000,000.  If  we 
have  a  successful  breeding  season, 
it  is  probably  that  our  ducks  and 
geese  will  show  an  increase  of 
one  hundred  million  over  the  low 
of  approximately  thirty  million  of 
ten  years  ago.  Reports  on  the 
dove  are  better  and  they  are  com- 
ing back  fast  but  still  far  from 
their  numbers  of  the  years  pre- 
vious to  the  winter  of  1939-1940. 
The  woodcock  are  staging  a  very 
slow  comeback  and,  except  for 
Louisiana,  the  Wilson  jacksnipe 
is  still  dangerously  low.  In  view 
of  these  reports  Captain  Appel 
and  Major  Brown,  representing 
the    Louisiana     Conservation    De- 


partment, recommended  a  seasoi 
on  migratory  waterfowl  of  Novenm 
ber  7  to  January  15,  with  shoot! 
ing  hours  of  sunrise  to  4  p. 
Limits  to  remain  the  same 
last  year  except  to  allow  three 
wood  ducks  in  a  days  bag  limili 
instead  of  one  as  it  was  last  seaa 
son.  A  sixty-day  open  season  foi 
doves  November  20  to  January 
20  and  a  short  open  season  on 
snipe  if  the  reports  from  til 
breeding  grounds  this  spring  juss 
tify  it. 

Pittman-Robertson  project} 
were  discussed  and  all  angles  oi> 
Federal  and  State  cooperation 
were  thoroughly  gone  over.  Ill 
was  clearly  shown  that  our  wildJ 
life  resources  were  a  vital  part 
of  the  war  effort,  that  the  fooo 
value  alone  of  our  fish  and  game 
was  very  necessary  to  our  suc< 
cessful  prosecution  of  the  war.  The 
Congress  has  cut  the  allotment 
for  Pittman-Robertson  projects' 
although  these  funds  are  dedfli 
cated  and  there  is  a  surplus  oil 
nearly  eleven  million  dollars  tc 
the  credit  of  these  projects  at) 
the  present  time.  Last  year  Con-i 
gress  allotted  $1,250,000.00,  just 
half  of  the  amount  recommended 
by  the  Budget  Commission.  Thisi 
year  the  Budget  Commission  rec- 
ommended $1,250,000.00  and  Con" 
gress  has  cut  it  to  $750,000.00.  Ill 
is  hoped  the  Senate  will  restore 
the  cut  and  that  Congress  will 
agree  to  the  figure  of  $1,250,- 
000.00.  These  funds  cannot  be 
used  for  anything  else.  They  are 
derived  from  a  special  tax  or 
sporting  arms  and  ammunitiol 
and  being  paid  by  the  hunters 
these  funds  are  dedicated  by  law 
to  be  used  only  for  the  restore 
tion  of  wildlife  resources  in  oui 
various  states.  It  is  likely  thai 
certain  loads  of  12  gauge,  1( 
gauge  and  20  gauge  will  be  re* 
leased  for  hunting  this  fall,  al 
though  the  details  of  distributior 
and  definite  amounts  have  no1 
been   decided   upon. 
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Seautiful  Chicot 
State  Park  Is 
Formally  Dedicated 

(Continued  from   Page   1) 
hirty    feet,    excellent    for    fishing 
nd  boating. 

|  E.  Herman  Guillory,  District  At- 
orney  of  Evangeline  Parish,  and 
hairman  of  the  State  Parks  Com- 
nission,  presided  at  the  dedication 
eremonies  and  introduced  the 
ftrge  number  of  state  officials 
.nd  others  who  were  in  attend- 
i.nce,  including  Conservation  Com- 
aissioner  Joseph  L.  McHugh, 
vhose  Department  has  been  stock- 
hg  the  lake  in  the  park  with  fish 
;or  over  two  years, 
i  Totaling  2,000  acres,  bounded 
\>y  a  shoreline,  the  beauty  of 
ivhicto  is  seldom  equalled  else- 
where in  the  South,  Chicot  Park 
Lake  is  a  fisherman's  paradise,  a 
tonservationist's  dream,  and  a 
thing    of   joy    to    any    beholder. 

High  hills  on  the  shoreline, 
long  peninsulas  jutting  every- 
where, large  bays  and  a  profu- 
lion  of  great  cypress  trees  lend 
|o  its  enchantment.  Except  for 
its  developed  area,  no  artificial 
ouch  has  marred  its  charm.  The 
eap  of  a  bass,  quack  of  a  mal- 
ard,  croak  of  a  frog  and  cry  of 
jhe  great  blue  heron  mingle  with 
j>ther  forest  sounds  to  produce 
ihe  majestic  sound  and  color  and 
tymphony  that  is  Chicot  Lake. 
J  Chicot  Park  owes  its  existence 
o  a  group  of  civic  minded  citi- 
zens of  Ville  Platte  who  in  1928, 
ivith  the  assistance  of  the  late 
Congressman  Rene  L.  DeRouen, 
nterested  National  Park  Service 
£t  Washington,  D.  C,  to  inspect 
^nd  sui-vey  the  area  with  the  hope 
that   Federal   assistance   would   be 


given  to  develop  the  park.  The 
National  Park  Service  was  well 
impressed  with  the  area  and  the 
possibility  of  constructing  a  large 
park  in  the  South.  It  was  1936 
before  any  definite  action  was 
taken,  when  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  appropriated  $25,000.00 
to  purchase  the  necessary  lands  in 
the  area.  Subsequently,  during 
the  session  of  1938  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  appropriated  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  $16,500.00,  which 
proved  sufficient  to  purchase  ap- 
proximately 6,000  acres  presently 
in   the   park. 

After  the  necessary  lands  were 
purchased,  State  Parks  Commis- 
sion of  Louisiana,  under  the  di- 
rection of  National  Park  Service 
began  developing  the  area  by 
clearing  out  the  undesirable  trees, 
etc.,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
a  Civilian  Conservation  Corps 
camp  consisting  of  over  200  men 
cleared  the  lake,  constructed  a 
mile  long  levee  and  spillway.  The 
C.C.C.  camp  remained  in  the  park 
for  approximately  two  years,  and 
thereafter  the  work  of  completing 
the  park  was  undertaken  by  State 
Parks  Commission,  by  whom  it  was 
completed  to   its  present  stage. 

The  Ville  Platte  Rotary  Club 
was  very  active  in  securing  the 
necessary  land.  Many  persons 
were  reluctant  to  sell  to  the  state 
after  the  money  was  appropriated 
by  the  Louisiana  Legislature.  In 
overcoming  this  obstacle  the  Ro- 
tarians    were    most    instrumental. 

The  Conservation  Department  of 
Louisiana  has  been  stocking  the 
lake  in  the  park  with  fish  for 
over  two  years  and  it  is  expected 
that  fishing  in  the  lake  will  be 
excellent   this   summer. 

In  addition  to   Governor  Jones, 


the  only  other  speaker  was  Lucille 
May  Grace,  Register  of  the  State 
Land  Office.  Among  state  officials 
who  were  introduced  were  Con- 
servation Commissioner  McHugh; 
A.    P.    Tugwell,    State    Treasurer; 


D.  Y.  Smith,  Highway  Chairman; 
Prescott  Foster,  Former  Highway 
Chairman;  Dewitt  Pyburn,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  (and  members  of  the  State 
Paiks   Commission.) 


Exterior  view  of  one   of  ten   over-night  cabins. 


jer    new   concrete   spillway    in    Chicot   State    Park. 
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New  Limestone 
Discovery  Is 
Reported 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

approximately    1,755,000    tons    of 
lime. 

Calcium  carbonate  content  of 
samples  taken  were  made  by  Pat 
Kerr,  State  Chemist,  and  showed 
a  percentage  of  about  82  per  cent, 
which  is  slightly  less  than  the  cal- 
cium carbonate  of  foreign  lime. 
However,  this  is  not  uniform,  and 
some  of  the  limestone  strata  con- 
tains a  higher  percentage  of  cal- 
cium carbonate. 

Only  one  possible  hitch  remains 
and  those  who  have  worked  with 
the  project  view  this  as  no  hitch 
at  all,  in  that  it  will  probably  be 
disposed  of  any  day  now.  It  is  a 
matter  of  obtaining  federal  appro- 
val so  that  the  Triple  A  will  be 
able  to  make  its  allotment  pay- 
ments to  farmers  who  use  the 
Louisiana  lime  which  is  just  a  bit 
lower  in  calcium  content  than 
foreign  lime. 

The  proposed  way  of  disposing 
of  this  problem  is  for  the  Triple 
A  to  agree  to  pay  the  present 
$3.40  per  ton  subsidy  for  every 
1800  pounds  of  lime  spread  where 
the  calcium  content  is  90  per  cent; 
$3.40  for  1900  pounds  where  the 
calcium  content  is  85  per  cent  and 
the  same  for  2000  pounds  where 
the  content  is  only  80  per  cent. 
Thus,  Louisiana  farmers  would  be 
penalized  for  the  slightly  lower 
caicium  content  of  the  Local  lime 
only  to  the  extent  of  having  to 
spread  a  little  more  to  earn  the 
payments  they  would  get  for 
using  a  higher  calcium  containing 
lime. 

A  railroad  runs  near  the  de- 
posit and  officials  of  the  road 
have  already  agreed  to  run  a  spur 
into  the  lime  pit.  The  company 
owning  the  land  on  which  the  de- 
posit lies,  the  Southern  Advance 
Bag  and  Paper  Company,  has  also 
agreed  to  lease  the  land  in  return 
for  a  nominal  royalty.  Prominent 
business  men,  mostly  from  the 
general  vicinity,  but  some  from 
more  remote  aieas  have  satisfied 
themselves  that  the  money  to  fi- 
nance the  plant  can  be  raised, 
Governor  Jones  said. 

Commenting  on  the  project, 
which  is  now  practically  certain, 
Governor  Jones  described  it  as  a 
big  thing  for  the  state  agricultur- 
ists and  stockmen  and  something 
that  they  have  long  needed. 

"I  believe  this  can  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  biggest  single  steps 
forward   toward   solution   of  agri- 


The  map  above  shows  the  relationship  of  various  North  Louisiana  towns  to  the  newly 
stone  deposit.  The  large  circle  shows  towns  within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  of  the  deposit 
circle  shows  the  area  within  twenty-five  miles.  This  entire  farming  area  can  easily  be  supp 
excellent    highway   or   rail   facilities. 


discovered  limei 
and  the  smalle 
lied  with  lime  b 


Prairie     formed     through     outcropping     of     limestone.      Piti 
shown   on   left  was  originally  dug  to  a   depth   of  25  feet.    Line 
in     background    shows    western     limits    of    limestone    outcrop. 
Arrow    indicates    sample    locality. 


cultural  and  stock  problems  that 
have  beset  us  for  so  long,"  said 
Jones. 

"It  is  also  interesting,  I  think," 
the  governor  added,  "that  the  so- 
lution that  we  sought  was  ulti- 
mately found  right  here  at  home. 
I  am  sure  that  many  more  of  our 
problems   can   be   solved   in   much 


the  same  manner  by  proper  usage 
of  our  own  resources  and  by  the 
display  of  proper  ingenuity." 

The  limestone  outcrop  is  located 
directly  on  the  west  side  of  Loui- 
siana Highway  Number  99  V2  which 
is  a  blacktop,  hard  surface  road. 
Material  can,  therefore,  be  trans- 
ported locally  by  truck. 


BOY   SCOUTS    TO   STUDY 
CONSERVATION  THIS  SUMMEI 

Several  proposed  Boy  Scout  en 
campments  this  summer  will  stud; 
conservation  and  the  Conservatioi 
Department  is  cooperating  witl 
these  troops  by  furnishing  then 
conservation  literature,  conserva 
tion  motion  pictures  and  if  posi 
sible,  lecturers. 
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IONSERVATION  TO 
;E  FEATURED  AT 
UMMER  WORKSHOPS 

Conservation  education  will  be 
eatured  at  a  series  of  summer 
'orkshops  for  teachers  to  be  held 
bis  summer  in  Ascension  and  Lin- 
oln  Parishes.  The  Division  of 
Iducation  and  Publicity,  working 
dth  the  School  Boards  of  these 
arishes,  and  the  State  Depart- 
lent  of  Education,  has  agreed  to 
urnish  conservation  literature  and 
lms  and  also  to  assist  the  schools 
i  other  ways. 


FONTAINEBLEAU  STATE 
PARK  TO  OPEN  JULY  4TH 

Another  new  State  Park,  Fon- 
tainebleau  State  Park  located  near 
Mandeville  in  St.  Tammany  Par- 
ish, will  be  formally  opened  to  the 
public  on  July  4th,  it  was  an- 
nounced this  week  by  William  W. 
Wells,  Acting  Director  of  the  State 
Parks   Commission. 

This  park  was  formerly  called 
Tchefuncte  State  Park,  but  the 
name  was  changed  by  the  last 
Legislature,  to  Fontainebleau 
State  Park. 
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SKETCH    MAP    SHOWING    LOCATION    OF    COREHOLES 

AND    OUTCROP    OF    LIMESTONE    AT 
RAYBURNS    DOME.    BIENVILLE    PARISH,    LOUISIANA 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  AND 
ARRESTS  MADE 
IN  MAY 

Assumption    2 

Avoyelles     3 

Bienville     2 

Bossier   3 

Caddo  2 

Caldwell  3 

Catahoula  2 

Claiborne   3 

De   Soto   1 

East  Carroll  4 

Grant    1 

La  Salle  2 

Lincoln  5 

Livingston    3 

Natchitoches    22 

Orleans  1 

Pointe  Coupee  2 

Red  River 2 

St.  Bernard  1 

St.  John  1 

St.   Landry  1 

St.   Tammany 1 

Tangipahoa    2 

Tensas    5 

Total 74 

AGENTS     PARTICIPATING    IN 
MAY  ARRESTS 

J.  W.  Bates,  John  Busalacchi, 
Sam  J.  Chaze,  Ernest  Coats,  Mark 
B.  Cooper,  R.  A.  Davis,  G.  W. 
Deloach,  C.  W.  Elam,  D.  L.  Farrar, 
Jno.  W.  Gilbert,  Henry  L.  Harper, 
E.  B.  Head,  Allen  Hawsey,  Lesma 
Hebert,  Clarence  Hood,  P.  F. 
Huddleston,   J.   O.   Mayeux,   J.    V. 


McConnell,  Jas.  E.  McFerrin, 
Earl  Nugent,  Sam  J.  Nunez,  Law- 
rence Sintes,  Allen  Swayze,  Oli- 
ver Taunton,  Frank  Trocchiano, 
Earl  Vaught,  Paul  Voitier,  Homer 
0.   Warren,   L.   C.   Weaver. 

TYPES   OF   VIOLATIONS   RE- 
PORTED  DURING   MAY 

Angling  without  license 18 

Using    illegal    tackle    to    catch 

game  fish 20 

Selling  game   fish 1 

Commercial      fishing — without 

license     4 

Possessing    undersize    commer- 
cial   fish 4 

Commercial   fishing — i  1 1  e  g  a  1 

tackle   10 

Possessing  undersize  shrimp....  1 
Hunting    migratory    waterfowl 

out   of   season 1 

Hunting  on  State  preserves....      1 

Hunting   out   of   season 9 

Hunting   squirrels   out   of   sea- 
son         5 

Total 74 

CONSERVATION    OFFICIALS 
MEET  WITH  COMMISSIONER 

The  first  of  a  series  of  meetings 
of  the  Commissioner  and  various 
Division  heads  and  conservation 
officials  of  the  Department  of 
Conservation  was  held  last  Tues- 
day evening  at  the  Monteleone 
Hotel.  Heads  of  the  various  divi- 
sions were  guests  of  Commissioner 
McHugh  at  a  supper  at  which 
time  problems  of  the  various  divi- 
sions were   discussed. 


View   of    Boat    House   in   Chicot   State    Park. 
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Review   of    New    Oil    and    Gas    Fields   in   State   in   194! 


Permits  issued  in  1942  were  only 
59.5%  of  the  number  issued  in 
1941.  This  shows  generally  for 
each  month  in  1942,  as  Conserva- 
tion Order  M-68,  issued  by  the 
Office  of  Petroleum  Coordinator 
and  W.  P.  B.,  went  into  effect  on 
December  23,  1942.  Also,  it  shows 
up  more  clearly  from  August,  1942 
to  the  end  of  the  year  due  to  more 
stringent  regulations  for  the  use 
of  steel,  issued  by  the  O.  P.  C.  and 
W.  P.  B.  about  the  first  of  August, 
1942. 

Generally  use  of  material  for 
field  wells  was  restricted  by  Order 
M-68  for  1  well  to  40  acres  for 
oil  wells  and  1  well  to  640  acres 
for  gas  wells,  with  exceptions 
granted    upon    good    reason. 

Wildcat  wells  in  general  were 
under  more  lenient  restrictions  for 
use  of  material.  This  was  for  the 
purpose  of  stimulating  search  for 
new  reserves,  which  are  needed. 
Wild  Wells 

1.  Rosedale,  Amerada  Pet. 
Corp.,  Angelloz  #1;  Stuck  drill 
while  testing  10,391  (TD  10,426) 
on  about  Sept.  9;  Well  began  to 
blow  out  on  9-15-42;  caught  fire 
and  burned  about  an  hour,  de- 
stroyed derrick;  well  bridged  over 
and  killed  itself.  Well  was  plugged 
and  abandoned  on  Sept.  22,  1942. 

2.  Branch,  Union  Sulphur  Co. 
Gueno  Est.  #  1,  blew  out  about 
Oct.  3,  and  was  under  partial  con- 
trol by  about  Nov.  3,  1942  and  was 
still  flowing  at  end  of  year.  It  was 
killed  on  January   25,  1943. 

3.  Leeville,  The  Texas  Co., 
City  of  New  Orleans  #1 — blew 
out  9-5-42  at  depth  of  5200';  well 
dead  by  Sept.  23  after  cratering; 
abandoned. 

4.  Leeville,  Dallas  Pet.  Corp., 
St.  Lse.  #264  #6,  blew  out  from 
3300-20'  (TD  3732)  while  being 
worked  over;  blew  out  about  Sept. 
6  and  was  plugged  and  abandoned 
after  it  killed  itself  on  about 
Sept.   9. 

There  was  no  important  oil  and 
gas  legislation  passed  in  1942,  but 
the  Supreme  Court's  Decision  on 
the  Constitutionality  of  Act  157 
and  upholding  of  Order  No.  28-B 
on  the  Logansport  Gas  Field  was 
an  important  event  for  the  Loui- 
siana Oil  and  Gas  Industry. 
Oil  Production 

The  slight  decrease  in  oil  pro- 
duction in  the  latter  part  of  1942 
was  due  mainly  to  transportation 
difficulties  caused  by  tanker  sink- 
ings during  the  summer.  A  large 
or  major  part  of  oil  not  refined  in 
Louisiana  or  Texas  was  formerly 
carried  to  the  East  Coast  by  tanker. 


Rationing  did  not  go  into  effect 
early  enough  in  1942  to  affect  the 
production  of  crude  oil.  The  ef- 
fects might  show  up  later  in  1943. 

Haynesville  Field,  Pettit 
Lime   Production 

Pettit  Lime  production  (from 
approximately  5100-5400  feet)  was 
brought  in  on  November  24,  1941. 
On  Jan.  1,  1942,  there  were  two 
wells  producing  400  bbls.  per  day. 
On  Jan.  1,  1943,  there  were  127 
wells  producing  15,199  bbls.  per 
day  from  9844.9  proven  productive 
acres.  The  oil  reserves  were  es- 
timated last  year  by  company 
geologists    at    from    20,000,000    to 


Editor's  Note: — There 
were  a  total  of  19  new 
oil  and  gas  fields  opened 
in  Louisiana  during 
1942.  In  this  article  P.- 
S.  Ervin,  Chief  Engi- 
neer of  the  Department 
of  Minerals,  gives  a  re- 
view of  the  discovery 
wells,  new  fields  and 
other  interesting  data 
for  1942  taken  from  the 
records  of  the  Minerals 
Division.  Because  of 
space  limitations,  we  are 
publishing  in  this  issue  a 
review  of  six  of  the  new 
fields,  and  the  remaining 
thirteen  new  fields  will 
be  reviewed  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  Conserva- 
tionist. 


30,000,000  bbls.  of  recoverable  oil 
from  this  formation  in  the  Haynes- 
ville  Field. 

This  is  the  most  important  and 
outstanding  development  of  1942. 
although  the  zone  was  discovered 
in   1941. 

An    80    acre    spacing    program 
was   set   by   the   Dept.    of   Conser- 
vation for  this  area  after  hearing 
on   February  6,   1942. 
Big    Island,    Rapides    Parish 

(Oil;    North  Louisiana) 

The  discovery  well  was  Phillip's 
Petroleum  Company's  Eota  Realty 
Company  #  1  well  in  Section  14, 
T-4N,  R3E,  which  was  completed 
on  January  23,  1942,  producing 
from  5150  to  5152  feet.  This  well 
was  originally  drilled  to  a  total 
depth  of  7105  feet  by  M.  H.  Marr 
who  was  unsuccessful  in  attempt- 
ing to  complete  the  well.  The  well 
was  completed  as  a  pumping  well 
producing  approximately  42  bbls. 
daily  of  45.0°  A.  P.  I.  Gravity  oil 
with  33%  salt  water.  This  well 
produced  for  approximately  10 
months  on  the  pump  and  was  tem- 


porarily   abondoned    on    November 

11,  1942.  Extensive  squeeze  jobs 
and  drill  stem  tests  were  made 
on  this  well  attempting  to  shut  off 
the  salt  water,  but  they  were  not 
successful. 

Catahoula    Lake,    La    Salle    Parish 
(Oil;    North  Louisiana) 

The  Carter  Oil  Company  com- 
pleted their  State-Catahoula  Lake 
#A-1,  Section  5,  T-6N,  R4E,  on 
February  22,  1942,  producing  from 
4084  to  4092  feet.  Total  depth  drilled 
was  5490  feet.  The  well  when  com- 
pleted made  121  bbls.  daily  of 
39.0°  A.  P.  I.  Gravity  oil  on  pump, 
with  38%  water.  Two  wells  are 
presently  producing,  but  several 
dry  holes  have  limited  the  produc- 
ing area.  Drilling  operations  are 
seasonal  due  to  the  lake  going 
nearly  dry  in  summer  and  being 
nearly  30  feet  deep  in  winter. 

Thornwell,  Jefferson  Davis  Parish 
(Gas-Condensate;  South  La.) 

Cities  Service  Oil  Company 
completed  their  Lacassine  #  1  well, 
Section  36,  T-11S,  R5W,  on  March 

12,  1942,  producing  from  9632  to 
9644  feet,  and  total  depth  drilled 
was  10,323  feet.  The  well  is  a  gas- 
condensate  well  with  a  fairly  high 
gas/oil  ratio.  When  completed  the 
well  produced  41  bbls.  daily  of 
53.2°  A.  P.  I.  Gravity  condensate 
with  2,082,000  cu.  ft.  of  gas  on  a 
11/64  inch  choke  with  a  flowing 
tubing  pressure  of  3500  lbs.  per 
sq.  inch.  The  gas/oil  ratio  of  the 
well  was  recorded  as  50,776  cu.  ft. 
per  bbl.  The  sand  in  this  well  is 
not  very  thick  and  it  is  doubtful 
that  this  will  be  a  major  gas  pro- 
ducing area.  Lack  of  market  has 
retarded  development  of  this  field, 
as  it  has  other  gas  fields  in  South 
Louisiana.  No  other  wells  have 
been  drilled  in  the  field  to  date. 

Hayes,    Calcasieu   Parish 
(Gas-Condensate;  South  La.) 

Gulf  Refining  Company's  Cal- 
casieu National  Bank  #2  well,  Sec- 
tion 18,  T-11S,  R5W,  was  com- 
pleted on  April  30,  1942,  producing 
from  11,646  to  11,670  feet,  and  the 
total  depth  of  the  well  was  11,685 
feet.  This  well  is  a  gas-condensate 
well  with  a  high  gas/oil  ratio.  The 
completion  data  reported  the  well 
as  making  55  bbls.  per  day  of  44.4° 
A.  P.  I.  Gravity  condensate  with, 
3,850,000  cu.  ft.  of  gas  through  a 
12/64"  choke  with  a  tubing  pres- 
sure of  4250  lbs.  per  sq.  inch  and 
a  gas/oil  ratio  of  70,000  cu.  ft.  per 
bbl.  The  first  well  in  this  area  was 
drilled  by  Gulf  in  1941  and  was 
also  in  Section  18,  T-11S,  R5W,  but 
blew  out  and  caught  fire  prior  to 
testing.    It  was   drilled  to   a  total 


depth  of  10,534  feet,  was  peri 
forated  from  10,527  to  10,529  feet 
and  blew  out  from  that  depth  or 
July  22,  1941.  The  well  caught 
fire  and  finally  bridged  over  anf 
killed   itself   on    about   August   14 

1941,  after  blowing  for  24  days 
This  was  undoubtedly  one  of  tlw 
biggest  fires  in  the  State  of  Louii 
siana.  It  was  estimated  that  ap- 
proximately 150  million  cu.  ft.  pa 
day  of  gas  was  wasted  during  th«, 
time  the  well  was  blowing  outi 
This  would  be  a  total  of  3,600  mil* 
lion  cu.  ft.  of  gas  worth,  at  3c  pet 
thousand  cu.  ft.,  §108,000.00.  Iil 
this  amount  of  gas  had  been  pro- 
duced from  the  well  and  used  at 
the  rate  of  3  million  cu.  ft.  per  day 
it  would  have  lasted  for  1200  days, 
or  approximately  3.3  years. 

Gulf's  Calcasieu  National  Banb 
#2  was  actually  planned  as  a  reliet 
well  to  kill  the  #1  well,  but  #1 
killed  itself  about  the  time  #2  was 
spudded.  Calcasieu  National  Banli 
#2  is  producing  from  100  feet  ol 
sand  from  11,570  to  11,670  fe<l 
with  about  70  feet  of  effective  sanci 
thickness.  The  bottom  24  feet  m 
the  sand  was  perforated  for  proi 
duction.  Four  other  sands  (666E1 
and  90  feet;  6740-55  feet;  7065-8Jp 
feet;  and  9005-9060  feet)  appear  t<l 
be  gas  sands.  This  field  might 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  inn' 
portant    gas    fields    discovered    hi 

1942.  The  gas/oil  ratio  of  70.00C 
cu.  ft.  per  bbl.  indicates  that  this, 
is  a  relatively  lean  gas-condensati| 
field.  The  gravity  of  the  condensati| 
produced,  44°  A.  P.  I.  at  60°  F| 
is  unusually  low  for  condensatt) 
produced  from  a  gas  well  and  could 
indicate  association  with  oil  dowij 
dip  in  the   same  reservoir. 

Lake  St.  John,  Concordia  ParisI 
(Oil;    North  Louisiana) 

The  California  Company's  Paiv, 
American  Life  Insurance  Companjj 
#1,  Section  16,  T-9N,  R10E,  wi» 
completed  on  June  21,  1942,  pro'i 
ducing  from  4567  to  4571  feet,  wrtj( 
total  depth  of  9997  feet.  When 
completed  the  well  made  136  bbls 
per  day  on  a  15/64"  choke,  gravitjl 
of  the  oil  was  44.1°  A.  P.  I,  tubinfi 
pressure  was  125  lbs.  per  sq.  in;, 
and  gas/oil  ratio  was  361  cu.  ftj 
per  bbl. 

This  well  brought  in  what  at  thi 
present  time  appears  to  be  th* 
best  field  and  largest  field  dill 
covered  in  1942.  At  the  end  o 
December,  1942,  there  were  eigh 
(8)  oil  wells  in  the  field,  all  ownei 
by  the  California  Company,  am 
one  (1)  shallow  gas  well  on  th 
Northeast  edge,  owned  by  an  in 
dependent,  and  producing  from 
about   2100   feet. 
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Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  Clubs 


RESIDENT   OF  CADDO 
ARISH  WILDLIFE  UNIT 


DR.    ARCHIE    T.    JOHNSON 

Among  those  who  helped  en- 
irtain  our  Consei'vation  Cora- 
iissioner,  Joseph  L.  McHugh, 
hile  he  and  his  assistants  were 
i  Shreveport  last  month  survey- 
ig  the  Black  Bayou  Dam  project 
i  Caddo  Parish,  was  Dr.  Archie 
.  Johnson,  president  of  the  Caddo 
Wildlife    Federation. 

The   Caddo   Wildlife  Federation 

I  Caddo  Parish  and  the  City  of 
hreveport  has  been  one  of  the 
utstanding  units  of  the  Louisiana 
pate  Wildlife  Federation.  Its 
lembership   includes   members   of 

II  walks  of  life  who  work  to- 
lether  for  the  conservation  of 
sh  and  game  and  the  develop- 
ment of  new  lakes  and  game 
reserves  in  and  around  Shreve- 
prt.  Outstanding  workers  in  the 
rganization  are  such  men  as  J.  T. 
Iryant,  chairman  of  conservation 
bmmittee  of  the  Caddo  Parish 
olice  Jury;  Sheriff  Howell  Flour- 
oy;  James  S.  Reily,  Commissioner 
f  Public  Utilities  of  the  City  of 
hreveport;  Alfred  Glassell,  oil 
perator;  C.  H.  Heister,  commer- 
al  fisherman  and  minnow  dealer; 
f.  G.  Hammett,  Tax  Assessor  of 
|addo  Parish;  Dr.  J.  M.  Gorton, 
•lairman  Charity  Hospital  Board; 
iobson  Wheeless,  formerly  mem- 
er  of  Board  of  Conservation,  and 
iany  others. 

When  Dr.  Johnson  was  selected 
j>  head  the  Caddo  organization  he 
fas  therefore  selected  an  outstand- 
lg  citizen  and  a  lover  of  wildlife 
Ind  a  real  conservationist.  Dr. 
bhnson  is  the  type  who  succeeds 
jl   whatever   he    attempts.    He    is 


considered  as  a  top-ranking  den- 
tist in  North  Louisiana,  well 
known  in  his  profession  through- 
out the  State.  As  a  college  stu- 
dent he  played  and  ranked  high 
as  a  football  and  baseball  player. 
He  is  a  real  outdoor  sportsman — 
one  of  the  best  shots  in  both  quail 
and  duck  shooting  in  North  Loui- 
siana. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  a  unique  camp 
on  Lake  Bisteneau  and  is  a  neigh- 
bor of  Percy  N.  Browne,  Attorney 
of  Shreveport,  who  boasts  a  model 
camp  also.  Dr.  Johnson  is  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  Ducks,  Unlim- 
ited, having  given  much  of  his 
time  and  means  to  this  worthy  or- 
ganization. He  is  now  co-operating 
in  every  way  with  the  Caddo  Par- 
ish Police  Jury  to  secure  the  new 
Black  Bayou  Dam  which  will  give 
to  North  Louisiana  another  ideal 
lake  for  black  bass  and  duck  hunt- 
ing, to  say  nothing  of  the  many 
other  pleasures  offered  to  the 
youth  and  grownups  of  that 
section. 

McHugh  Inspects 
Conservation 
Projects  in  Caddo 

When  Commissioner  Joe  Mc- 
Hugh was  in  Shreveport  recently 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  al- 
lowables and  spacing  of  gas  and 
oil  wells  he  did  not  overlook  the 
game  and  fish  section  of  his  De- 
partment. He  met  with  the  Caddo 
Parish  Police  Jury  and  state  offi- 
cials and  other  interested  parties 
and  visited  the  proposed  site  of 
the  new  Black  Bayou  Dam  in 
North  Caddo  Parish.  He  visited 
Cross  Lake  and  Caddo  Lake  and 
other  well-known  wildlife  areas  in 
North  Louisiana,  but  his  trip 
would  not  have  been  complete 
without  a  trip  to  Bisteneau,  and 
if  anyone  comes  to  that  great 
sportsman's  delight  without  visit- 
ing Charley  Horn's  Camp — well, 
Charley  just  won't  like  it — as  he 
has  the  things  to  entertain  with 
during  peace  times.  In  war  times, 
Charley  furnishes  his  own  fish  and 
chickens  and  some  other  require- 
ments if  he  can  get  them.  He  is 
a  World  War  veteran,  a  big  Forty 
and  Eighter  and  Legionnaire,  cooks 
for  all  the  Legion  barbecues  and 
has  been  one  of  the  prime  work- 
ers in  getting  the  Bisteneau  Dam 
which  is  now  a  reality.  Well — 
we  started  out  to  say  that  Com- 
missioner McHugh  had  heard  about 
all  these  things  and  Charley's  hos- 


pitality, about  Charley  entertain- 
ing 16  senators  to  get  the  dam, 
about  the  various  types  of  rifles 
and  guns  and  spears  and  water 
wheels  and  the  unique  cedar  fur- 
niture and  the  colored  ceiling  light 
and  weather  vane  Charley  made 
himself — and  when  Charley  in- 
vited Commissioner  McHugh  to 
a  fish  dinner  the  Commissioner 
couldn't  resist.  Charley's  sister 
and  wife  and  several  old  negroes 
on  the  place  showed  Charley  up 
in  cooking  corn  bread  par  excel- 
lence and  fried  bream  and  goggle- 
eye.  The  other  guests  were  the 
game  wardens,  Dr.  A.  T.  Johnson 
and    Percy    Browne. 

A  word  about  Charley  Horn. 
He  is  another  one  of  Caddo's  lead- 
ing sportsmen  and  conservation- 
ists. He  is  a  director  of  the  Loui- 
siana State  Wildlife  Federation, 
the  first  president  of  the  Caddo 
Wildlife  Federation,  and  is  a  suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  operates 
a  machine  shop  and  is  a  chicken 
raiser  and  farmer  of  no  mean 
ability.  Caddo  and  Shreveport  are 
proud  of  such  citizens  of  his  type. 

Chain  Pickerel, 
Unusual  Fish  Is 
Reported  in  State 

The  pickerel  and  pike  are  con- 
fusing names  to  many  fishermen. 
K.  H.  Kyte,  of  Covington,  brought 
to  the  Department  of  Conservation 
a  fish  he  believed  to  be  a  chain 
pickerel,  which  he  had  taken  on 
a  black  gnat  fly  below  the  Oden- 
heimer  estate,  in  St.  Tammany 
Parish. 

The  specimen  was  referred  to 
James  Nelson  Gowanloch,  chief 
biologist  of  the  Department  of 
Conservation,  who  confirmed  Mr. 
Kyte's  identification  and  provided 
the  following  additional  informa- 
tion: 


One  species  of  pickerel,  he 
stated,  is  a  common  Louisiana  fish. 
This  is  the  grass  pickerel,  Esox 
vermiculatus,  which,  only  10  inches 
in  length,  is  altogether  too  small 
to  become  of  interest  to  the  sports- 
man. 

The  chain  pickerel,  also  called 
the  common  pickerel,  rejoices  in 
two  technical  names.  Esox  reticu- 
latus  and  Esox  niger,  leading  to  a 
good  deal  of  confusion  in  the  fish 
books.  It  is  a  fish  of  wide  dis- 
tribution occurring  from  New 
Brunswick  south  to  the  Gulf  Coast. 
It  also  provides,  in  the  northern 
part  of  its  range,  good  winter 
fishing  through  the  ice.  The  pick- 
erel, which  belongs  to  the  family 
Esocidae,  is  also  called  pike, 
whereas,  the  name  pike  is  generally 
given  to  the  pike  perches,  family 
Percidae.  The  pickerels  have  only 
one  dorsal  fin  while  the  pikes  have 
two.  Louisiana  sportsmen  may 
catch  two  species  of  pike,  the  well 
known  wall-eye  pike  and  the  sau- 
ger  or  sand  pike.  The  Department 
of  Conservation  has  received  speci- 
mens of  sauger  from  Monroe,  Lou- 
isiana. 

Ted  O'Neil,  of  the  scientific  staff 
of  the  Department's  Division  of 
Wildlife  and  Fisheries,  reports 
that  he  has  found  particularly 
good  chain  pickerel  fishing  in 
Spring  Creek,  two  miles  north  of 
Glenmora,  wheTe  two  pounders  are 
common  and  where  he  once  took 
a  three  and  one-half  pound  fish. 
The  chain  pickerel  in  the  north  has 
been  known  to  reach  four  feet  with 
a  weight  of  eight  pounds. 

The  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  Divi- 
sion is  particularly  glad  to  identify 
unknown  fish  for  sportsmen,  since 
often  records  of  high  scientific 
interest  are  established  through 
the  examination  of  such  excep- 
tional catches. 
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Strange  Fish  Described  as  Sea  Cow 
Reported  Seen  Near  New  Orleans 


Two  New  Orleanians,  Dominic 
Ciaccio,  3227  St.  Philip  St.,  and 
Joe  Terranova,  9018  Forshey  St., 
fishing  in  Lake  Catherine  May  15, 
suddenly  saw  emerge  from  the 
water  a  monstrous  creature  which 
they  described  as  looking  "like  an 
old  automobile  chassis  with  eyes 
like  head  lamps."  When  it  dis- 
appeared and  rose  again  within 
thirty  feet  of  them  they  suddenly 
decided  that  the  fishing  elsewhere 
was  better  and,  starting  up  their 
outboard  motor,  they  departed. 
They  said  that  the  animal,  which 
appeared  black  and  at  least  twenty 
feet  in  length,  moved  with  a  pe- 
culiar rising  and  falling  motion 
as  if  humping  its  back.  Ten  days 
previously  Maurice  O'Neil,  head  of 
the  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identifica- 
tion of  the  New  Orleans  Police 
Department,  together  with  a  com- 
panion, fishing  in  Lake  Borgne 
some  ten  miles  distant  by  water 
from  Lake  Catherine,  observed  a 
large  animal  that  was  quite  new 
to  him.  This  beast  swimming  along 
the  lake  exposed  a  back  six  feet 
in  length  and  appeared  too  greatly 
arched  for  a  sea  turtle.  The 
strange  specimen  sank  from  sight 
and  then  reappeared  near  the 
shore. 

The  problem  of  what  this  beast 
was  (or  these  beasts  were,  if  there 
were  two  different  ones)  was  pre- 
sented to  Major  James  Brown,  di- 
rector, and  James  Nelson  Gowan- 
loch,  chief  biologist  of  the  Wild- 
life and  Fisheries  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Conservation. 

Fishermen  have  no  universal 
reputation  for  distinguished  verac- 
ity. Whatever  may  be  his  private 
or  professional  integrity  once  a 
,  man  goes  on  a  fishing  trip  his 
truthfulness  as  far  as  his  friends 
are  concerned  may  be  gravely 
doubted,  even  derided.  However 
it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  great 
weird  beasts  do  now  and  then  sud- 
denly and  actually  appear  where 
no  such  beast  was  ever  before  be- 
held. The  problem  of  identifying 
such  aquatic  monsters  becomes,  in 
the  absence  of  specimens,  the  prob- 
lem of  what  it  might  have  been. 

People  are  always  interested  in 
sea  serpents,  sea  monsters,  and 
other  fantastic  water  apparitions, 
but  as  a  mater  of  fact  various 
animals  that  do  actually  occur  or 
might  well  occur  in  our  Louisiana 
waters  could  well  astound  any 
observer.  In  the  present  case  it 
was  the  conclusion  of  the  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  Division,  that  this 
animal  may  possibly  have  been  a 
species  of  great  scientific  interest, 
namely,  a  manatee  or  sea  cow. 


The  manatee  is  a  member  of 
one  of  the  three  groups  of  mam- 
mals that  have  taken  successfully 
and  fully  to  a  life  in  water,  the 
Sirenia.  The  other  two  groups  are 
the  whales  and  porpoises  on  the 
one  hand  and  on  the  other  hand 
the  seals  and  sea  lions. 

The  manatee  is  an  extraordi- 
nary animal  that  lives  in  Central 
America  and  Flordia,  attaining  a 
length  of  as  much  as  fifteen  feet 
and  an  estimated  weight  of  as 
much  as  1500  pounds.  The  mana- 
tee has  completely  lost  its  hind 
legs  while  its  front  legs  have  be- 
come altered  into  broad  flippers. 
The  manatee  lives  on  water  plants 
which  it  gathers  by  means  of  its 
peculiar  hanging  upper  lip.  This 
lip  is  cleft  in  the  middle  like  that 
of  a  rabbit.    The  eyes  are  small, 


The   Manatee  or  Sea  Cow,  an  odd 

two-flippered   wster   mammal. 


the  head  ugly  and  there  is  no  neck. 
The  only  hairs  on  this  curious 
beast  aie  a  few  stiff  whiskers 
around  its  muzzle.  The  manatee 
is  harmless,  and  its  flesh  is  said 
to  compare  favorably  with  beef. 

Because  of  the  biological  inter- 
est of  this  species,  its  relative 
rarity  and  the  ease  with  which  it 
can  be  killed,  the  manatee  is  pro- 
tected in  Florida  by  a  fine  of  $500. 

There  is  only  a  single  record  in- 
dicating the  presence  of  the  mana- 
tee in  Louisiana,  namely,  the  find- 
ing of  a  skull  at  Calcasieu  Lake. 
However,  a  number  of  specimens 
have  been  reported  authentically 
in  Texas,  including  one  that  was 
swept  ashore  dead  in  Cow  Bay  only 
a  few  miles  west  of  the  Louisiana 
line.  Should  it  be  true  that  the 
peculiar  beast  obsei'ved  is  a  mana- 
tee it  would  be  of  high  interest 
and  it  is  hoped  that  whoever  ob- 
serves it  will  provide  a  full  report 
to  the  Department  of  Conserva- 
tion without  harming  the  animal 
itself.  The  occurrence  of  living 
manatee,  in  Louisiana  is  to  be  ex- 
pected since  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  Texas  manatees 
were  swept  there  from  Florida  by 


Soldiers  viewing  conservation  exhibit  recently  installed  in  the  new 
USO  center  on  Camp  Street  in  New  Orleans,  which  formally  opened 
on  May  29th.  This  is  part  of  conservation  educational  work  being  under 
taken    by    the    Division    of    Education    and    Publicity. 


the    westerly    current    that    flows 
past  the  Louisiana  coast. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  what 
other  Louisiana  animals  might 
cause  consternation  by  their  ap- 
pearance. An  unusually  large  gar 
might  surprise  the  observer  by  its 
length  but  gars  are  well  known  to 
all  Louisiana  fishermen  and,  fur- 
thermore, gars  have  a  peculiar  roll- 
ing motion  when  they  come  to  the 
surface  for  air.  Porpoises  plunge 
up  and  down  with  a  characteristic 
and  quite  familiar  movement. 
Large  alligators  might  alarm  the 
fishermen,  but  they  swim  slowly 
with  little  of  their  heads  exposed 
and  usually  sink  from  sight  at  the 
first  alarm.  Otters  are  fond  of 
popping  their  heads  out  of  the 
water,  but  the  largest  are  only 
four  and  one-half  feet  long.  Sea 
turtles  often  enter  coastal  waters 
and  include  Kemp's  turtle  and  the 
loggerhead  turtle  both  of  which 
may  grow  to  four  feet  with  the 
weight  of  350  pounds,  the  green 
turtle  500  pounds  and  the  extraor- 
dinary leatherback  or  trunk  turtle 
which  reaches  seven  feet,  a  front 
flipper  spread  of  ten  feet  and  a 
weight  of  1000  pounds.  Several 
specimens  of  leatherback  have 
been  taken  by  shrimp  trawlers  in 
the  coastal  waters  below  Morgan 
City.  One  of  these  can  be  seen, 
beautifully  mounted,  in  the  mu- 
seum of  the  Department  of  Con- 
servation. 

It  is  both  polite  and  scientific 
not  to  call  your  fishermen  friend 
a  full-fledged  liar  when  he  reports 
that  when  fishing  for  speckled 
trout  he  suddenly  saw  something 
anywhere  up  to  twenty  feet  long 
that  he  had  never  seen  before  in 
his  life,  because,  as  a  matter  of 
possibility,  he  might  have  seen 
just  such  a  monster. 


McCONNELL  ADDRESSES 
OYSTER  CONVENTION 

The  part  that  Louisiana's 
creasing  oyster  production  is  play, 
ing  in  the  sea  food  picture  waj 
described  by  James  N.  McConnell, 
Director  of  the  Division  of  Oyster-] 
and  Waterbottoms  of  the  Depart; 
ment  of  Conservation  at  a  conven: 
tion  of  leading  oyster  people  hell 
in  Philadelphia  on  June  2nd  ani; 
3rd. 

This  was  a  combined  conventioli 
of  the  Oyster  Growers  and  Dealer! 
of  North  America,  the  Nations1 
Shell  Fisheries  Association,  an 
the  Oyster  Institute  of  Nortl' 
America.  Representatives  of  thl 
leading  oyster  organizations  il 
North  America  were  in  attendano- 
at  the  convention. 

STATE-WIDE  MINERAL 
HEARINGS  SCHEDULED 
FOR  JUNE  17TH 

A  total  of  four  hearings,  in 
eluding  two  of  a  state-wide  nature 
will  be  conducted  by  the  Mineral! 
Division  in  New  Orleans  on  Thurs 
day,  June   17th. 

Nominations  for  oil  and  gas  at 
lowables  for  the  62  day  period  I 
July  and  August  will  be  receive! 
by  the  Commissioner  and  his  staf 
at  one  of  the  state-wide  hearings! 
At  the  second  state-wide  hearing' 
evidence  will  be  received  concerr. 
ing  the  advisability  of  issuing  per 
mits  for  dual  completion  of  well! 
in  the  State. 

The  two  other  hearings  pertai 
to  the  application  of  the  Pa 
American  Production  Co.,  for  dua 
completion  of  a  well  in  the  Pirn 
Prairie  Field,  and  that  of  thl 
Texas  Company  for  an  extensio 
of  a  Production  Order  affecthv 
the  Lafitte  Field  in  Jefferson  Pal 
ish. 

Presiding  at  the  hearings  wi 
be  Commissioner  McHugh  and  hi] 
staff  including  Attorney  Hal 
Boggs,  H.  W.  Bell,  Minerals  D 
rector,  Dr.  J.  Huner,  Geologis 
and  Percy  Ervin,  Chief  Enginee: 


